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Bookmarks: Featuring summaries of recent publications by alumni and faculty
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MICHAEL ORR ’05, The 1975 Portland
Timbers: The Birth of Soccer City (The

‘Fastest-growing sport’ coming to campus
FURMAN ATHLETICS will enter new territory when
the university introduces men’s and women’s lacrosse
as varsity sports during the 2014–15 academic year.
In making the announcement February 9, director of
athletics Gary Clark described lacrosse as “the fastest
growing sport in the NCAA.”
The addition of varsity lacrosse (Furman’s club
lacrosse program dates to the mid-1980s) will give
the university 20 intercollegiate sports, 10 each
for men and women. The Southern Conference,
of which Furman is a member, does not sponsor
lacrosse, so the university’s league affiliation is to
be determined.
NCAA Division I lacrosse, which competes in
the spring, currently features more than 90 women’s
and 60 men’s programs and has the top graduation
success rate (GSR) among all Division I sports.
According to NCAA figures released last May,
women’s lacrosse posted a four-year class average
GSR of 94 percent, which topped all NCAAsanctioned sports. Men’s lacrosse achieved an
88 percent GSR over the same period, the best
among any men’s sport in Division I.
President Rod Smolla said, “From our students
to our alumni and the greater lacrosse community,
there is tremendous momentum around the
addition of these two teams to our Division I
athletics program. We intend to be competitive
at the national level and reward our fans with
an exciting brand of the fastest game on two feet.”

The decision to add the sport is linked to the
university’s strategic initiatives. Lacrosse is expected
to boost recruiting efforts in several key markets,
among them the Atlantic Coast, the Northeast,
Florida and California.
The announcement also marks the latest indication of rising interest in the sport in the Upstate
of South Carolina. A number of local high school
teams have introduced programs in recent years, and
this May Greenville hosted the Men’s Collegiate
Lacrosse Association championships. MCLA is a
national organization of non-NCAA college lacrosse
programs. More than 200 colleges in the United
States and Canada are affiliated with MCLA.
Clark said Furman hopes to have head coaches
in place soon so that they can begin to recruit the
first class of scholarship players, to enroll in the fall
of 2013. The first assistant coaches are expected
to be added in the spring of 2013. Furman
plans to provide the NCAA scholarship
maximums for each program — 12 for
women and 12.6 for men.
As to where the teams will play,
areas under consideration are Roberts
Rugby Field, Paladin Stadium, Stone
Soccer Stadium and several practice
fields. Furman anticipates installing
synthetic turf on one field so that
practice and games can take place
without damaging the turf.

Types of sticks: short
(midfielders and attack men),
long (defenders), goalie.

1994–95
Last time Furman added a sport
(women’s soccer).

64
Estimated number of NCAA
men’s lacrosse teams when
Furman goes varsity in 2015.

20
Number of varsity
athletic teams
Furman will
have with
lacrosse.

101
Estimated number
of NCAA women’s
lacrosse teams when
Furman goes varsity.

Rooney, author of Training for Warriors
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